ON THE MEDIAEVAL PARISH RECORDS OF THE CHURCH 
OF SI. NICHOLAS, BRISTOL. 


BY 


E.G. CUTHBERT F. ATCHLEY. 


Some time ago there was printed in the Zransactions of our Society’ a fifteenth century 
_ document which prescribed “how the Clerk and the Suffragan of St. Nicholas church ought * 
to do.” I propose to give some account of other documents preserved in the volume whence 
. this was taken, and to supplement it with some gleanings from the surviving churchwardens 
accounts. 

The first-named book is made up of leaves of vellum, 30 cms. by 20 cms., and covered 
by what appears to be the original leather binding. It contains inventories, wills, 
memoranda of benefactions, rents, and vestry agreements or resolutions. 

The churchwardens’ accounts begin in 1520; and are continuous (with a few lacuna), I 
believe, up to the nineteenth century. 

The church of St. Nicholas has a high or upper church, and a crowde or crypt, both of 
which are in use at the present day. The latter is divided in two by a row of pillars ; but the 
upper church has been thoroughly “restored,” and also deprived of its chancel, which once 
projected over the road; so that any remarks on the fabric of to-day, save by an expert, 
would not throw any light on its appearance in the middle ages, 

The first document in the vellum-leaved vestry-book is a short list of some things bought 
in the times of John Penryse and Nicholas Neel, churchwardens or procurators, or proctors as 
they were more usually called in Bristol, dated 9 Ric. II. (22nd June, 1385, to 21st June, 1386). 
It includes an iron-bound coffer, a ship that belonged to the silver censer, and an ordinal 


i which the then vicar brought in. 


Fol. 1 verso.” 


Anno vegni Ricardi ij nono 


Le temps de John Penryse & Nicho/as Neel vient al l-e-glyse 
Jn primis J coffre ligatws cum fferro 

Jtem J pece de argent J seal cum chayne de argent 

Jtem J panne de Bras cus iij pecs 


1 Vol. v., p.: 107. 
a ae century “antiquarian” has noted here : “1385 being date of Wycliff’s death.” 
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ae Jtem J ffrynge panne cum iij pecs 
Item J [m struck out] nieff ge apent a-le Sencers de argent 
Jtem xiiij Boton3 de argent 
Jtem [i sévwck out] j Kerchef [is struck out| de Sile cum ij towels 
Jtem J ordinal ge vint per le vicare [de struck out| ge fuit le dit temps 


The next entry of interest is an inventory of the jewels and books 
the days of Thomas Prestbury and John Hardewicke, churchwardens, | 
1394, to 21st June, 1395). The weights of the several ornaments are 
value cannot be now ascertained. The first item is two “Coupes” of si 
was a large bowl, but here means the pix which hung over the high ; 
reserved Eucharist. Then come a silver-gilt crucifix, a silvern box for 
chalices, two silvern censers, and a silver-gilt ship, and a little cup for th 
There is a fair number of books: two mass-books, four grails, a 


psalter, and two processionals. The list ends with five silken cloths. 
this and the previous list is French (more or less). 


Fol. 4. Jn a different hand. 


Memorandum. Cest Sonnt le; Jowels del Eglise de seint Nicholas en 
Prestbury & John Hardewike pvocuratowrs Laan | 
Richard seconde xviij™® td 
Memorandum. ‘“— Primeremurs ij Coupis d-argent & de aure 
“_ Jtem J Crucifixe d-argent & de aure 
— Jtem J boxe pur corpus christi d-argent 
“_ Jtem v Chaleis d-argent & de aure 
— Jtem ij Sensours d-argent 
— Jtem J Naw d-argent & de aure 
“_ [Jtem ij taste d-argent s¢ruck out] 
‘“_ Jtem J petit tast d-argent pwr corpus christi 
— Jtem J Spone d-argent 
“__ Jtem J Rynge d-aure 


After a space of 30 mm. follows in the same hand. 

Memorandum. Jn primis ij Massebokes 
Jtem 1iij Greielis 
Jtem J liber de-Cretelis 
Jtem J Collectury 
Jtem J Manuale 
Jtem ij legendis 
Jtem J Ordinale 
Jtem J Martilege 
Jtem vj S-auntifeners 
Jtem J vitetori 
Jtem J Sauter 
Jtem ij precessionalis 
Jtem v clothis de Selke 
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Over the leaf follows a much fuller inventory of the Jewels, in French like its 
predecessors, and drawn up at the same period as the last, 1394. There are six chalices, but 
one of them, given by Lance Ely, belonged to the chapel in the church-hay or yard; and 
about it was inscribed the legend Jn calicem salutaris accipiam. The items of the previous 
inventory are all contained in this list ; and in addition there is an “ Ouche” given by Henry 
Changere, a silvern cup given by Cecily Spicer, and another given by Henry Diere, and 
a large cross which weighed seventeen pounds. The total weight of all the plate reached 
the respectable sum of 533 ounces. 


Fol. 4 verso. 


Ceux sonnt les Jewels del Eglise de seint Nicholas de Bristuyt en le temps de Thomas 
Prestebury et John Hardewike procuratowrs l-aan nosfre sezgneur ihesu crist M'ICCC 

Ixxxxilij° ’ 

ua ‘i Memorandum. Primeremurs J Chaleis qe Adam Baker ad don ge peise¢ xxij ounces de troy 


“— Jtem vn Aultrve Chaleis ge launc-eley ad don a le Chapell de le Chirchehay de 
seint Nicholas ge est escript circa le Calix ix Calicem salutaris 
accipiam qe peise¢ xxij ounces 


“— Jtem vn Aultve Chaleis le pluys Melior qe peiset XXVilj ounces & dj 

“—— Jtem vn Aultze Chaleis qe peise¢ xx ounces & dj 

“— Jtem vn Aultre Chaleis ge peise¢ xvij ounces & dj 

“— Jtem vn Aultre Chaleis ge peise¢ xv ounces & dj 

**— Jtem ij senceris d-argent ge chescun peisef xlij ounces Summa iiij** ounces & iiij 
“— Jtem vn Nief d-argent qe pertein al-dit Sensours ge peisef xiij ounces 

““_ Jtem vn Box d-argent pwr corpus christi ge peise¢ v ounces & dj 

‘“<_ Jtem vn Coupe d-argent le pluys Meliowr [q. struck out] cum yn Crucifixe 

d-argent ge peise¢ xl vnces 

“<__ Jtem vn Aultre Coupe qe peise¢ xx ounces 

“__ Jtem yn petit tast qe pertein al dit Coupe pwr Corpus christé ge peise¢ ij ounces 
‘__ Jtem vn Ouche d-argent qe Henre Changere ad don ge peise¢ xx ounces 

“__ Jtem vn tast d-argent qe Cessily Spiser ad don qe peise¢ xj ounces 

pee “__ Jtem vn Aultre tast d-argent qe Henre Diere ad don ge peise¢ vij vnces & dj 

on : «<__ Jtem yn cruys gvaund ge peise¢ en-tut xvlij lb ge amount ij© & iiij ounces 

a Memorandum. ‘“— Summa en tut ge amount CCCCC & xxxiij ounces 
‘“‘__ Jtem J Rynge d-aure 

bi “_ Jtem J Rynge d-argent 


In a different hand, and brown ink, 

zr “__ Jtem .J. Brasen-pote qe poyset .J.C. ij, quarters, 
“__ Jtem .J. Bras pannekyn. qé poyse¢ HYD (ste) 
‘__ Jtem . J. Brasen-pannekyn qe poyse# .Lyiij.li, 
“__ Jtem .J. ffruyngpan qe poyse? sbaylis 
“__ Ttem .J. Brasen-pot qé poysef »XViij. li. 
“_ Jtem .J. potell qe poyse? vj. li, 


in ta 


eh 
$7 
My 


O; Al e have the will of John Inhyne, of the parish of St. Leonard, Bristol, made on 
. : Mie, Day, 1390. It is in Latin, but as it has already been printed in abstract in 
Bartho J, y, ? 
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Mr. Wadley’s book,! it is hardly necessary to repeat it here. The will was entereq : 
volume presumably because the testator desired to be buried at St, N icholas, a 
ments, etc., were to be sold at his wife’s death by the proctors or churchwarden S teng 
churches of St. Leonard, St. Nicholas, and St. Thomas the Martyr coniunctim et a Me 
and the money thereby raised disposed by them in alms. He bequeathed 6s. ea tn, 
Fraternity of the Holy Cross zz /e Croude of St. Nicholas, and £10 of silver to Provide i the 
chaplains who should celebrate for the souls of himself, his parents, and all othe # Biro 
departed, one at St. Leonard’s and the other at St. Nicholas. * fithiy 
The next two pages are taken up by memoranda of gifts of money and goods t 
church, Robert Spicer on the third Sunday in Lent, 1398, gave 20s. to the Mies 
consideration of which the then churchwardens, Simon Canynges’ and Roger Wannestre Dr 
the consent of the parish, excused him from serving the office of churchwarden for a ee 
twenty years. A similar concession for a like consideration, was granted to Willi, 
Hardeman, on Sunday next after the feast of Easter, 4 Hen. IV. (1403), and on the con 
next after Candlemas in the following year, to William Beuley. 4 
On Trinity Sunday, 1401, the churchwardens bought a red pair of vestments of gold ang 
“ffelewett & la ground de Cremyll” with all appurtenances, which cost £ 50, and a ney 
“tryangle” for the same costing 23s. 8¢. To this memorandum is appended the followinc 
interesting note: “Et eodem Anno quo omnia Supradicta fuerunt empta vnum modium 
frumenti valuit ijs.’ The churchwardens, John Loueney and John atte Wode, who retired 
from office, 6th March, 1407, bought a chrismatory of silver for 74s. 11@,, and four red cloths 
of gold powdered with swans and flowers for 412. “Et eodem die lagena vini rubei de 
vasconia valuit xijd.” 


a this 


The time of retiring from office seems to have varied considerably. Thomas Gloucestre 
and William Gyan in 1398-were elected 24th February, and-so were their successors in the 
following year (fol. 6). Richard Johns and Thomas Stretche retired on Sunday afte: 
St. Luke’s day 10 Hen. IV. (1408), and their successors on Sunday after All Saints’ day, 1409, 
The next year the change took place on St. Clement’s day, and in 1481-2, on the Sunday 
after St. Chad’s day. In 1425-6, John Palmer and John Monke rendered their accounts and 
retired on 3rd March; in 1438-9, the change took place on 24th February, the feast of 
St. Matthias the Apostle (fol. 11 verso). 

On fol. 6 verso, is a copy of indentures between the churchwardens of St. Nicholas and 
one Nigill ffyssher, concerning the holding of the obit of the latter and his wife. It was 
drawn up on Tuesday, the feast of St. John Ap., Ev., 8 Ric. II. (1384). Nigill Chepstowe, o' 
Fyssher,’ desired that the obit should be held on 20th October every year, with all the suitable 
vesper, matin, masses and offices of the dead secundum morem consuetum, ‘Two tapers of 
sufficient size were to burn, one at the head and the other at the foot of his tomb, during the 
said offices; all chaplains and priests present at the services were to receive 2d. each up te 


1 Wadley, Notes on . . . the wills . . . at Bristol, Bristol, 1886; p. 26. ae 
2 Simon Canynges died in 1414. He was uncle of William, the restorer of St. Mary, Re _ z. 
times Mayor of Bristol, and Dean of Westbury College ; and uncle also of that Thomas Canyngcs 
_ Lord Mayor of London in 1456. ; his will 
4 Nigill Chepstowe or Fyssher lived in Worship Street (Wadley’s Wills, 20), and pee : 
sr April, 1383 (20dd., 21). He left a legacy to the Fraternity of Holy Cross in St. Nicholas Crypt. 
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the number of twenty, and there is provision made for what Wee to be done in ee either 
more or less than twenty appeared. The two clerks of St. N Rs, were to receive 8d. for 
pell-ringing, in order that at the sound thereof, all vs wee ge it might be expected f9 pray 
more earnestly for the souls of the aforesaid beneficiaries. dM bedemary; for praying ae 
roclaiming the obit “per plateas prout moris est,’ was to be pad 2a ; the vicar, fOr) OV ESSEC ties 
everything, 6@.; and the two churchwardens for the Sails being, 4d. The income for 
a providing all this was to be derived from two shops in Baste-strete. ior ene firmer 
corroboration of the above provisions, the archdeacon of Gloucester affixed his official seal to 


=e the indentures. beck 
Loa The will of Robert Cammell adzas Arnald! follows next. He wished to be buried in the 


~ crypt of St. Nicholas, and left a legacy to the fabric of the church. It is dated Tuesday after 
Gregory’s day, 1395. 
Over the leaf comes another will, that of Thomas Gilmyn,? made on Monday after the 
slation of St. Thomas the Martyr, 1404. He too desired to be buried in the crypt, in the 
in which his sons lay. He bequeathed his best silver girdle to the fabric of the church, 
sil - spoons to Sir Nicholas Adames, the then vicar, and a silver-bound mazer having a 
bishop’s head stamped on it. Legacies are detailed to each chaplain of St. Nicholas 
church present at his obsequies, to the clerk and the suffragan, and all other chaplains. 
Forty shillings’ worth of bread was to be doled to the poor and needy, and ten shillings 
distributed amongst the sick in Bristol almshouses. He also founded a chauntry for one year 
at St. N icholas. | 
On fol. 8 more memoranda appear. From them we learn, that in 10 Hen. IV.,a new 
was made at the cost of £3 6s. 8d.; in 1421, a new Campanistrum was made in the 
Ca mnpanile), with five new bells in it. 
T these comes a memorandum of the church treasures. It is without any date, and 
di fferent hand from what precedes and what follows it, but the date must be c. 1410. 
halices of varying weights are enumerated, but the material, whether of silver or gold, is 
ntioned at all. In only one case does the weight agree with any of the chalices 
0. ed in the list made in 1394; the fifth of our present list weighs 154 0z., and so did the 
> earlier inventory. The best coupe with the cross now weighs 38 0z., but in 1394 it 
40 oz. ; the second coupe, with the fece, now weigh 21} oz., whereas in 1 394 the former 
20 02., and the little cup for the Eucharist belonging to it 2 oz. Previously the two 
n ers weighed 42 oz. each; now one weighs 33} oz.and the other 41 oz. The ship, to 
incense, now weighs 12} oz. with the spoon ; before it was 13 0z. The chrismatory, 
ee peebly that bought in 1407, does not appear in the list of 13094; it weighs 17 oz. The 
oF the canopy is the same as the Bor d-argent pur Corpus Christi of 1394, and weighs 
same ; and the cross weighing 203} oz. may reasonably be identified with the cruys 
Mae O 1394, which weighed 17 lbs, 


jb Cm :: . . 
The | ollowing is the text of the inventory :— 


Fol. 8 verso. 

e ; Memorandum de tesauris ecclesie 

Jn primés pe best Chalys peysyt ij ownces 

| J ém pe second best Chalys w7k anamyl on pe ffote pat peysyt xxviij ownces saue J quarter 
y é + Abstracted in Wadley’s W77/s, p. 45. * lbid., p. 67, 


7 
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Jtem pe predde best Chalys peysyt ‘xxj ownces & dimidium & quartere 
Jtem pe .itij, Chalys peysyt xvj ownces & dimedium & quartere 
Jtem pe .v. Chalys peysyt xv ownces & dimedium 

Jtem pe .vj. Chalys peysyt xx ownces & qeatteheg 

Jtem pe best Coupe with pe Croyse peysyt xxxvllj ownces 

Jtem pe Second Coupe with pe pece psysyt xxj ownces & quartere 
Jtem .A.Censowr pat peysyt xxxiij ownces & quartere 

Jtem pe opere Censour peysyt xij ownces 

Jtem A Cheppe & a-spone pat peysyt xij ownces & dimidium 
Jtem A Crysmatore paz peysyt’ xvij ownces 

Jtem A Box for pe Canepe pat peysyt v. ownces & dimidium 


[Lu another hand and faint ink.| 


Jtem Crux pondev‘s .ij. C. onces & [quarter struck out] iij onces & quarter 


The will of William Ynger,? made on February 15th, 1416-17, takes up three pages 
(fol. 9 and verso, and 10). He wished to be buried in the cemetery of Holy Cross Temple, 
_ Bristol, but he leaves certain properties to St. Nicholas, and founded a chauntry for a term of 

ten years at that church as well as at Temple. 

The will of Henry Gildeney® was made on December 13th, 1430. He directs thata certain 
tenement should be feoffeed within forty days of his death, and that the feoffees should find 
every year that taper (cereus) burning from the feast of Easter to that of the Ascension next 

4 following, called the great Pascall, in the church of St. Nicholas, Bristol, according to the 

, custom of the said church hitherto obtaining, without any payment, monetary or otherwise, 
from any parishioner or anyone else. In consideration of which the vicar, or the parish 
chaplain, for the time being, shall announce it on Easter Day publicly zz le pulpytte before all 
the people, and they shall pray at the same time specially for his soul. The feoffees are 
eee? dered aap to mee his obit eycoy year, and those of his late wives Joan and Alice, on the 


coup s coh six ce the censers, ship and aes Besides these is a <o 
ae nging to the Lady altar in ithe crypt, a tablet of gold and an ouche of the same 


See above, 


07. 


’ Abstracted in Wadley’s W7?/s, 119 59. 
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The four cloths of gold are doubtless, like the four of red stained with white roses, altar- 
frontals, intended for the four altars in the upper church. There are besides four altar-cloths 
of black with ostrich feathers. ‘“ Frontels” or “ frontlets ” are provided, two of black and red, 

one of white and blue with collars of gold, and four of black for the black fronts. For Lent 
: we have eight cloths of white for the four altars, marked with a crucifix; evidently upper and 
ower fronts. There is also a cloth of white to hang before the image of St. Nicholas, two 
Jesk-cloths for Lent, the Lenten veil, and the cloth to hang before the rood in the loft. 
: ight banners for Lent, and a cloth of red beaten with gold for the Sepulchre, complete the 


; _ The then comprises thirteen altar-cloths, three huselling towells, four washing towells for 
dry ying the priest’s hands at the several lavatories, and two albs and amices that belong to the 
white e chasubles. Other albs are of course included under the suits. To raise the altar books 
th ere are seven pillows or cushions ; for weddings a care-cloth, and for sermons a preaching- 
cloth, or pulpit banner as it is avenicl at the present time ; and for covering the font when 
Be baptisms were to take place after the water therein had been hallowed on Easter and 
Whitsun Evens, two font-cloths. 
e two cloths for the canopy are probably pix-cloths, to veil the cup containing the 
T es ved Eucharist which was suspended over the high altar under a canopy. 

Tsk ‘or the ceremonies connected with the boy-bishop on St. Nicholas day, there is a mitre 
Bade a crowche or crosier. 
TE here is a fair number of books ; yet as there are but four mass-books mentioned, one 
the quire, z.e. for the high altar, another for St. Mary Priest, one belonging to the crowd 
or, aa -and the fourth a “jurnel” mass-book, or one for every day, the list is very 
in mplete. Three mass-books could hardly suffice for the four altars of the upper church. 
is a book of Epistles and one of Gospels for the mass lessons, and five grails for the 
part of the mass. For divine service there are six “ portwys” or small breviaries, two 
; with the lessons for mattins, two psalters (one glosed), three antiphoners and a 
: fects are two ordinals or [pics to determine what service had to be performed. 


ance with dae rubric, after that they had lifted fee godchildren ref the font, for hel oil 
1m would naturally leave a greasy film over the water which would cling to the hands 
1 who dipped into it ; and lastly, three lich bells to ring before the corpse, to call folk 
: , as it went to burial ; and two latten bells to hang on the cross-banner. 

: inventory gives a little information, though not much, concerning the liturgical 
use at St. Nicholas. We find a ved suit “for the Sunday,” a red chasuble “ for 
riday,’ and white altar-cloths for Lent. Why “ St. Mary priest,” who said the daily 
2 $s, has only a red and a green chasuble is not easy to understand ; one would have 
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The full text of this inventory is now given :— 


[lu another hand.] [Fol. 1, 


Memorandum quod [terc struck out] quinto die mesis Marcij Anno Domini Me CCCOn, 
xxxjjm° Walterus Powere Philippws Turner p7 gerarores tuze ecclesie agtch Ni 
Bristollze reddideruzt compzéwm de eorwm receptis & poluctonibus factis pyro 
ecclesia & super dictum compz/um dimiseru7 & agaideriuzt corm Succesgo 
videlicet Johannem Sutton & Thome Wede omnia ista seqwencra videlicet :— 


Jn primés A box of syluev & y-gyld for god-ys body 

Jtem A Crosse of syluex & ouer-gyld 

Jtem A cowpe & cvucyfex per-yn of syluer & y-gyld wth mary & John with a sudary 
of grene 

Jtem j cowpe of syluyr & y-gyld w7¢/ a lytyll pes pex-ynz 

Jtem vj chaleys of syluex & y-gyld wz¢h pateztes .j. pev-of y-broke 

Jtem j chaleys of syluev not y-gyld yx pe crowde at oure lady auter 

Jtem j crysmatory of syluyrre & y-gyld 

Jtem y Sensurys of syluez: 

Jtem j Schypp of syluer & y-gyld wet a spone of syluer 

Jtem j. tablett of gold & j ouche of gold pa¢ weyth xvij peny wy3tt 

Jtem Pennacklys of pe crosse ynz a bag yz pe tresur cofyr 

Jtem pe chyrch-ys sele yx pe sam coffyr 

Jtem A cope & A chyssypyll & ij tyznecklys of Rede felwett with brydd|s] of gold & 
pe parell per-to 

Jtem A cope & A chyssypyll & ij tyznecklys of Rede ffelwett with sterrys of gold & 
pe parell per-to 

Jtem ij copys of Red cloth of gold with bryddys 

Jtem iiij copys of grene sylke wth j chyssypyll & ij tyznecklys wth pe parell per-to 

Jtem iij copys of black felwett with crownys & sterrys of gold 

Jtem j chyssypyll of ¢ sam wth-oute sterrys & crownys 

Jtem j. chyssypyll & ij [conty struck out] tynnecklys of contyrefet dammaske wit 
sterrys & crownys & parell per-to 

Jtem j cope & j chyssypyll & ij tyznecklys of Rede fore pe sunday & parell per-to 

Jtem iiij clops of golde iij wth Rosys y-lynyd w7tk rede & j with bryddys y-lyny4 
with blw 

Jtem j cloth of Rede y-bete with gold for pe sepulcur 

Jtem iiij clops of Rede with wystt rosys y-steynyd for iiij Awters w7zh iiij frontels of 
Rede cloth of gold 

Jtem ij ffrontels of black & red 

Jtem ij froxtel of wy3tt [& blw written over| with collers of golde 

Jtem viij clops of wy3tt with crucyfyx for leyzt for iiij Awters 

Jtem j cloth of Wyst with a crowch a-fore synt Nychodas 

Jtem ij dext cloth[s] for leyat 


Jtem iiij Awtyr clops of black with estrych-ys fepyrs wz¢h frontyls of pe sam 


Chola; 
dicta 
Tibys 


Jtem iij dext clops y-steynyd 


Jtem j leynt cloth & j cloth for pe crucyfex yn pe rode-loft 
Jtem xiij Awter clops 


[Fol. 12 verse. 
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Jtem iij howslyzg twells 
Jtem iiij weschyzg twellys 
Jtem ij Awbys [& ij Amys & A chyssypyll of wy3tte struck through in different ink} 
Jtem j rede chyssypyll fore gode fryday 
Jtem vij pelowys 
Jtem A weddyzg cloth! 
Jtem j pvechyng cloth? 
Jtem for pe fant ij clops* 
Jtem viij bonners for leynt & j bonner for pe cross of sylke! for pe crosse [ szc] 
Jtem j myter & j crowche® 
Jtem ij clothes for pe kamnype 
Jtem vj portwys 
Jtem ij legevd[s] 
hae Jtem j Sawter 
% Jtem .v. greyellys 
Jtem iij Antyffners 
_ Jtem iij processionellys 
Jtem j Masboke to pe qwere 
Jtem j masboke to synt Mary prest 
Jtem j masboke to pe crowde 
Jtem j Gosplery 
Jtem j pystolary 
Jtem j Collectary 
Jtem j Manwell 
Jtem ij Ordyznallys 
Jtem j Martlege 
Jtem j jurnell Masboke 
Jtem j decretall 
Jtem j Sawter y-glosyd 
Jtem j Chyssypyll of Rede with pe parell 
Jtem j Chyssypyll of grene wizh pe parell 


hn. ~ igi 


Siar 
oe egy Ay a 


hea 


} synt Mary prest 


t Sanctus prosternant se sponsus et sponsa in oratione ad gradum altaris, extenso pallio super €0S ; 
nt quattuor clerici in superpelliceis ad quattuor cornua, nis! alter eorum vel anbs prius desponsati 

enedicti (Missale Sarum, ed. F. H. Dickinson, Burntisland, 1861-83 $ col. 839*). re *: 

senior deacon or parish-clerk at Trinity Church, Coventry, had to “cover the pulpit yal a pall 

y doctor preaches” (J. W. Legg; The Clerk’s Book of 1549, Henry Bradshaw Society, 1903; p. 59, 


_ and see the note on p. 119). ; : . 
a See ee Ppa BP) et Pentecostes consecratis fontibus non infundetur oleum neque chrisma, 
Aye F i. sed linteamine mundo cooperiantur, et usque ad completorium 
o] 


aliqui quid debeant baptizari 
ee. ey te (Manuale ad usum Sarum, Manuale et Processionale ad usum 


‘ : *) 
's, Surtees Society, 1875 ; p. 14%). | 
oe nage secundum Ordinale Sarum nunquam ad processionem portatur crux cum vexillo 


r in multis ecclesijs (Chr. Wordsworth, Tracts of Clement Maydeston, Henry Bradshaw Society, 


cholas-tide. In 1481 the clerk and the suffragan 
under penalty of 6a. a piece. The, Mayor and 

’ i i -bishop’s 
Ce : and mass of St. Nicholas, listened to the boy p 
bof Bristol attended pelea eee awaited him at the Gildhall, where his chapel sang to 
gp xeceived his RIGEHD ES: ed (The maire of Bristow-ts Kalendar, Camden Society, 1872 ; p- 80). 
“ig ee ee ye bysshoppes stall, iijd. Jtewe payd to pe clarke for dressing vp. pe 

ohn 


ale, viijd. ee: 
Ley. 


itre and a crosier for the boy-bishop at St. Ni 


‘the bishop’s seat against St. Nicholas day, 


¥ 


5 5 ; OF qa! 


ii peyr chawndlers of lateynz Desay 
highend peyre chaundelers of latyn added intertineally in different ME ang 


another hand. | 
Jtem j brasynz pott 
Jtem j brasyz Pankynz 


After a short space, tn the same hand and ink as the addition just above, follows :— 


L 
Jtem ij foldyng cheyers w7¢h 1j quyschons of cordywan for pe rectours 


Jtem a gret poley of bras 
Jtem a Pewtwr pott for to 3eue watur to gossepys hondys 


Jtem iij lyche bellys. ij hole & j y-broke 
Jtem ij bellys of latyn for pe crosse bane 


The next document is the deed of the endowment of the obit god pantry of Richard 
Spicer and his wife,? dated on Easter Even, 1377. On ie day of his Se aty. Mass of 
Requiem and solemn exequies cum neumpmate are to be celebrated and pean sums of money 
to be given to certain persons if present thereat ; amongst these we may notice we perk and 
the suffragan of St. Nicholas, the bedeman, and the custodes or pbuseteaesdens. Six shillings 
and eightpence was to be spent on two torches every year, which were to burn at his obit 
and at the sacring of each mass celebrated by his chaplain daily throughout the year. Ten 
shillings each year was to be set aside for providing a lamp to burn before the altar oj 
St. Mary in St. Nicholas church. 

The chauntry-priest of Spicer’s chauntry was to be present at mattins, mass, and vespers, 
and not to sleep outside the town of Bristol without legitimate and reasonable cause unless he 
had permission from the vicar of St. Nicholas. The patronage of this chauntry, as of several 
others in Bristol, belonged to the Mayor, and these chauntry-priests had to take an oath of 
obedience every year before that official. Though the Mayor is always spoken of as the 
patron of these chauntries, he did not, however, select the candidate for the benefice ; his 
function was to present it to a priest chosen by the vicar and churchwardens of the parish 
church in which the chauntry was founded. 

In these chauntries certain payments are appointed to the Mayor and other civil officials 
for being present at the annual obit. 

We are not told what the daily mass of the chauntry was, nor the time when it was to 
be said, except that it was to be at a suitable hour. 

The Spicer’s Chauntry deed, or composition, as it was locally called, occupies fols. 13 to 16. 
On the verso of the last begins the memoriale of the rents and benefactions given at various 
times to the sustentation of masses and the St. Mary light at St. Nicholas. The first is dated 


1325. It is chiefly a list of tenements with the names of the holders thereof at the time o! 


compiling ; but on fol. 18, a bequest to the sustentation cudusdam morteriz in eadem ecclesia 


' Rectores chori, rulers of the choir, chaunters, or standers. 

* Item et commatribus iniungatur quod lavent manus antequam exeant ab Ecclesia (J/anua 
Sarum, in Manuale et Processionale Hborac., Surtees Society, 1875 ; p. 15*, and last note). 

* The Composition (as this kind of documents was called in Bristol) of Spicer’s Chauntry has been printed 


by Mr. Francis B. Bickley in his edition of The Little Red Book of Bristol, Bristol and London, 1900 ; Vl. ': 
PP. 215 sg. 
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nocte ardentis is mentioned. A mortar was a short thick candle, burning to give light, rather 
than for devotion, at night. Over the leaf another bequest is given to the upkeep of a lamp 
a _ burning perpetually in the crypt of St. Nicholas at night and ad horas missarum, before the 
“cross and the image of Blessed Mary. Robert de Otry? left some rents for maintaining two 
Be orches, weighing 16 lbs., of wax; they were to be bought every year for the feast of the 
veneration of Corpus Christi. The rest of the money was to be expended on his obit, and 
the list of payments to those concerned in the celebration of it includes the deacon and 
su deacon of St. Nicholas, that is the clerk and the suffragan. 
‘F ot 19 verso is blank; fol. 20 to 21 verso is occupied by the will of Richard Jones, 
: made Ist November 1444, in the times of Sir William Parker, vicar of St. Nicholas. 
ires to be buried in the crypt and to have his obit kept yearly on Easter Tuesday with 
and Dirige, and with mass of Regwiem on the Wednesday. He remembers in his 
raternity of the Crypt of St. Nicholas, and that of St. John Baptist at St. Ewens, 
nd leaves a sum to help the salary of the chaplain of Blessed Mary. He further 
15 6s. 8d. to be devoted to the finding or reparation of the Pascall and Font tapers, for 
lief of poor parishioners both men and women ; and he desires to be prayed for in the 
ton Sundays, that is, to have his name mentioned in the Bidding of Prayer. 
fol. 22 we have the will of John Palmer, dated 8th May, 1433, in the time of 
am Lombard, vicar of St. Nicholas. He desires to be buried in the crypt and to have 
rs of 4 lbs. each burning while dirige and mass are said. Next (fol. 22 verso) there 
ota Quomodo Anniuersarium omnium benefactorum huius ecclesie celebretur. As a 
ey vestry meeting statutum et ordinatum est ex unanimt concensu Vicari et omnium 
vorum dicte ecclesie that Placebo and Dirige should be said annually on the vigil of 
in, and mass of Reguzem on the St. Martin’s day next following. The vicar for the 
: ng was to receive 12d. for his time and for providing the light, ze, the two altar 
; every chaplain of the church present, 3¢.; the principal clerk for being present and 
the bells, 16d. ; the secondary clerk for being present and preparing the hearse, 2a. ; 
man of the town, 2d.; and the churchwardens, 4a. “Acta sunt wsta Te saree 
i Johannis Arffos vicary et Willelmi Lumbard ac Thome philipp procuratorune ecclesie 
! ‘cholai Anno domint Millesimo CCCC quadragesimo Sexto.” 
e next document is of particular interest. We are apt to think sometimes that 
cal abuses are troubles only of our own days and the present conditions of 
ch. Some years ago there was a good deal of scandal caused by the sale by 
s of pews in a parish church, and it is surprising to find that such things were 
a to our Church in days gone by. They of the fifteenth century, however, speedily put 

to their scandal ; promptly determining that every one who left the parish and went 
her to live, thereby lost spso facto all right to the pew for which they had paid, and 


not sell it again. 
B ol. 23. [The contractions in the MS. have been expanded, but not marked.| 


Memorandum quod primo die mensis Marcij Anno domini millesimo CCCC™® quadra- 


i gesimo nono. Statutum et ordinatum est per Johannem Arffos in artibus magistrum et 


he 


Z 
' One Roger de Otery, chaplain, 
n 1373 (MS. deeds at All Saints, Bristol). 
tin Wadley’s W7d/s. 


was concerned in the transfer of a tenement in Hardwell’s Lane, 
I cannot find anything about Robert. 
8 [bid. 
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vicarium ecclesie parochialis sancti Nicholai Bristollie et per vnanimum concensum omn; 
parochianorum predicte ecclesie presentibus et huic constitucioni concensientibus . Ville, 
Spencer" ballivo ville Bristollie Roberto Stormy? Ricardo Marchall? Willelmo Talbot# Tho, 
Asshe* Johanne Bogan‘ et Thoma Cofferer’ cum alijs quam plurimis viris honestis a 
simis ac fide dignis. Scilicet quod si aliquis vel aliqua transferat domicilium suum ah . 
parochia in alienam parochiam causa habitandi volumus quod a die exitus syj et deincens 


us Venditare 
legio, Acta 
Pronunciat, 


Sedem Stallum vel sege hnuncupatum quod prius possidebat in ista ecclesia ampli 
non presumat quia translato domicilio volumus vt omnino sedis prioris careat priui 
sunt ista per vnanimem concensum omnium parochianorum et publice in pulpito 
per vicarium die mense et Anno primitus pretaxat. 


It is clearly recognised that the right to a pew in the parish church belongs only toa 
parishioner ; outsiders have no concern with the matter. We have in these constitutions 
picture of the early stage of the modern vestry : originally the gathering of the bette; class 
parishioners acting in the name of and with the consent of the whole parish, including the 
vicar, but later on, in many cases, a close corporation which is responsible, for practical 
purposes, only to itself. 

On fol. 23 verso is a copy of an indented agreement between William Spencer, 
merchant, and the churchwardens of St. Nicholas, concerning the celebration of the obit of 
himself and his wife. It is crossed out and a reference to two folios ahead inserted ; but the 
mostinteresting point in it for us is his desire that his dirge should be annually on Dominica 
wx Albis vocata clausum Pasche, with mass on the morrow. The persistence of the old 
Gallican term for Low Sunday, cdausum Paschae, is noteworthy.s In the margin the day 
is corrected to Trinity Sunday. The date of this document is May 2oth, 7 Edw. IV. (1467). 

On the next page we are told of the making of a new reredos over the high altar. The 
work was begun in 1468. The middle tabernacle had a representation of the Holy Trinity 
above, and St. Mary below ; two tabernacles on either side had images of some unnamed 
saints; and each end was occupied with a large tabernacle, that on the north housing a 
statue of the patron of the church, St. Nicholas, and the other, on the south, one of 
St. Blaise. ‘ a, , 


_ Fol. 24. [ The contractions in the MS. have been expanded, but not marked.) 


__ Ad felicem memoriam benefactorum Ecclesia parrochialis Sancti Nicholai ville Bristollie 
Sciendum est Quod Anno Domini millesimo CCCCm™ Sexagesimo Octauo Jnchoatum es! 
nouum opus notabile vocatum Reredors supra summum altare in Choro . Jn primis Magister 
Johannes Arveys in Artibus magister . et vicarius perpetuus eiusdem Ecclesie predicte 
_ ordinari . et fieri fecit Duo tabernacula grandur et deaurata ab ymo ysque ad summum- 


450, Mayor in 1466, 1474, and 1479, according to Ricart’s Kalendar. 
442, Sheriff 1451, Mayor 1454 (Ricart), died in 1458 (Wadley, 138). 

. _ * Bailiff 1447, * A Thomas Asche, baker, mentioned in Wadley, 129- 
MM 1465, Mayor 1473. 
1s will is abstracted in Wadley’s W7dds, 137. 
ed in a document at All Saints, Bristol ; being a copy of the proceedings in 4 oe 
esh force vd recenti, into a house in Hardwell’s Lane, which bega? " 
held on Monday, the morrow clausi Pasche (endorsed, by Sir eer 
ook of Records there : “ The Plea of pe howse next pe Stypyll yn Corn stret / 
mon so late as the fifteenth century. 
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~ ynum. scilicet . Sancti Nicolai ex parte boriali altaris. et alterum Tabernaculum Sancti Blasi 
cum ymaginibus corespondentibus deauratis ex parte Australi altaris. eh 
B. _ Jtem venerabilis vir Willelmus Spencer! quondam Maior ville bristollie predicte ef 

ee parrochianus eiusdem ecclesia predicte . ordinari et fieri fecit Duo tabernacula Deaurata 
Ab ymo . vsque ad summum cum ymaginibus corespondentibus deauratis. . 
— Jtem Eroporandus vir Johannes Cogann? mercer quondam Maior ville Bristollie et Com- 
on ae parachianus eiusdem ecclesie predicte . ordinari et fabricari fecit Medium tabernaculum 
7 Deauratum cum ymaginibus sancte ‘Trinitatis superius et beate marie virginis Inferius 
_ Deauratis. 


e verso of the leaf we meet with more good deeds done by Mr. Arveys and his 
a iends. Mr. John Arveys repaired and rebuilt the roof and the upper part of the 

and gave to the making of the new organs in the church 40s. The venerable man, 
Mayor of Bristol, gave unum Sute de vestimentes blodij coloris cum branchis 


? - subdiacono. Further he ovdinauit unam librariam juxta hostium vestibule cum 
marys et cathenis pertinentibus, as well as giving 40s. to the new organs. 

William Codyr, formerly Mayor of Bristol,” also gave a Sute de vestimentes blody ffelwet 
m ramis et floribus deauratis, cum duabus capis et chessipil et pro diacono et subdiacono. 

Then, in another hand, it is recorded that “ Mistress Alys Spencer [probably widow of 
bove-named William] hath geuyn to the church Afore suyd Anoper Sute of vestmentes 


complet. 
I. 25 is taken up with a copy of the indentures concerning the chapel of Master 


otherwise called the chapel of Blessed Mary, and later on “ Our Lady Service.” 
ted January 8th, 20 Edw. IV. [1481]. His chaplain was to celebrate at the altar of 
ry within St. Nicholas Church, and to minister and take part in all other divine 
at times agreeable. If he wished to absent himself, he first had to obtain permission 
urate. He also had specially to use the collect Deus vente largitor in his mass. 
e prayer pro fratribus et sorortbus defunctis in the Sarum* and other rites. The 
is a copy of the indentures regulating the perpetual obit of Master William 
, dated January 12th, 20 Edw. IV. [1481]. There are the usual payments to the 
the various church officials; and the service itself was to be held on Trinity 


vith mass on the morrow. 
Talbot’s® will (fol. 27) was drawn u 


Bee tts , k 
the chapel of St. John Evangelist on Avon Back. Se 
he verso of fol. 28 is a copy of his will about which there was considerable mis-doing. 


ed, in a different hand from the rest of the page, by a statement that mom est verum 


p 1oth September, 1468. He desired to be 


2M in 1473- 
1 Mayor in 1466, 1474, and 1479: ayor in 1473 
3 Mayor in 1453; 1458 and 1465. 
4 Missale Gafuel, ed, , H. Dickinson, Burntisland, 18 
5 Bailiff in 1447. 


61-83 ; col. 871%, 
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4 

testamentum neque copia vere testamentt, sed copia wlius CE OL, Goveitius Johanne. 
: wi Talbott instanter laborautt me sigillare sigillo official: in Frau Zap 


Hawley in nomine ricar § ; eae 1 
luri ( trum inspicientz, The case came before the Official, and his decision js recordeg 
plurimorum utrt . 


on fol. 30, 27 curia nostra tenia im ecclesia Omnium POL eUy Ste nono ate Matj Ay in 
Domini Millesino CCCC™ octogesimo primo. The will was declared null. 

After three blank pages (30 verso—31 verso) cone. on fol. 32 the mds for the Clerk and 
Suffragan, entitled “‘ Howe the Clerke and the puieeD of Seynt Nicholas Churche aught 
to do.” We have already printed these in a previous number of these 7; ransactions,’ so that 
it is not necessary to do more than refer to them here. 

On fol. 34 verso is an interesting memorandum gonrerning the use of the black suit 
of vestments given by Mrs. Agnes Coggan, and the ringing of the bells of the church at 
burials and the month’s mind. It shows how in those days vestments were hired by poore; 
or less me lienron ced parishes for some special occasion from their more fortunate neighbours. 
The vestry determined to put a stop to the practice, so far as regarded this particular funeral 

‘suit, and also that it should not be used even for any parishioner unless they had been 

ee benefactors. to the church. They also put a stop to the daily knelling during the month after 

the burial of any one, whether parishioner or not. This practice, “lately begun and used,” 

was objectionable, we may well believe, “for divers considerations”; partly, no doubt, 
because it must have meant an almost perpetual bell-ringing, the noise of which would have 
been very disturbing, and _ partly because such frequent ringing would do no good to either 
bells or steeple. The text of these agreements is now given :— 


i, Fol. 34. verso. 
eYadis Memorandum that the iiijth Sundaye in lente in the yere of our lorde God M! CCCC 


Ixxxix Hit was fully determined And Agreed by assent of Master John Burton vicare of Seint 


Nicholas Master William. Spencer Master John penke Richarde Bonnde Thomas Bele John 


ipoll davy Coggan William Banner Thomas Benet And mony other wit 
‘Thomas Griffith propters in the name of All t 
j blacke Sewte of vestymentes which Annes 
ise— be hired or lente owte of pe parysch Also that t 
yng mynde or Anniuersarie of Any pareschen Except 
oers to the church in gevyng of land bokes vestymen 
As fyndyng j preeste j 


he parisch That from that 
Coggan wedowe late gave 
hey Shulde not be occupied 
e for Such persons that hath 


ra 
Ole S Shall not be dayly Rongen for no maner person pareschen or othe! 
t the bereynge As hit hath be late begone And ysed 


eed of feofment similar to t 


tal 


hat over the page, and is crossed 
1ent by Thomas Vaghan, 


dated February oth, 2 3 Hen. VII. 


Jol. v, ane a8 a notary public (Wadley’s 1s, 


DUETS: 


166, 170-1), 
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1508) ; his rents are devoted for the most part to St. Nicholas Church, and the residue to the 
ihite Friars of Bristol. At the end of this document is written in a different hand (fol. 36) : 


“ Memorandum the evydens or dedes apperteynyng to the sayd londes a-bove sayd be sett 
And Remayne ynz A lytyll newe Coffer bownd with yronn stondynge withynn the vestery 
 lokeyd we¢h iiij lokeys,” 


D until the inventory of 1519 on fol. 38 verso. 
This inventory was made January 23rd,154%. It begins with a list of books in the quire, 
t antiphoner before the curate and another also on his side of the quire, and one before 


ook, three manuals, two ordinals, a printed pie, four hymners, a mass-book for the 
a collectary, a martyrology, six processionals, and a quire of the special services 
iparatively new feasts of the Transfiguration and the Holy Name. 

er the books come some quire ornaments, four standard candlesticks which stood 


in this country where they used to have four. The eagle-lectern was very common 
Bristol and in other parts of England in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. 
e high altar they had eight linen cloths, some diapered and others of twill, and one 
oth, presumably for the uppermost of the canonical three cloths. The fine plain 
7 have been another altar-cloth, or a huselling-cloth. There were two desk-cloths, 
S \ fabric and the other a painted cloth. To support the mass-book they had one 
or cushion and two of cloth of gold. It is not quite clear what is meant by the two 
“ stolys.” They may have been “stoles,” but from their collocation with the 
ongst the ornaments for the high altar, it is more likely that they were two 
“stools” for the presbytery or sedilia, or for the seats for the rulers of the quire. 
were not well off for frontals at St. Nicholas. The front of red velvet embroidered 
; ind another of green saye also embroidered, were probably for high festivals, when 
ely carved reredos being unveiled, there would be no need for an over-front, 
single nether-fronts. Besides these, there was a whole hanging for the high 
ained or painted like damask work, which included a desk cloth and two curtains or 
‘another of satin of Bruges, carnation [ze. flesh-colour] and green, containing four 
two riddels, and a red and green say desk-cloth. The “ four pieces” look like a 
of over and nether fronts, or perhaps two fronts with their two frontlets. 
ments enumerated are not many; four suits at the most, and two “vestments ” 
at are named. The best suit, of red cloth of tissue, had three copes besides the 
The second best was of blue embroidered velvet, and had only 


two tunicles. aus 
t with one cope ornamented with birds, and a cope and 


There was a red sui Ei 
‘blue bawdkin. There were three copes of white damask, but no white suit 1s 


_ The two vestments were one of red say, and the other of branched worsted, the 
ot being given. 

ay note the classification of the suits into 
for use on festivals of the highest and the se 


“best” and “next best”; it suggests that 
cond rank respectively. The best suit, 
H 
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. Nibiee ae 
of red cloth of tissue, with its three cop 5 : 
Spencer, of which we have made mention above, a 


given by William Codyr. ne eye 
i i i en 
It seems fairly evident that this inv ¥.08 tps paeor § 
lete list of if the vestments in the church in 1519; it is only those FeMaining in the 
comp th 


quire,” that is, which were kept in es i Nae | 3 ete a eee oe 
days. ae ae MONDE Ge ect nichate aii e aay & dispensed De ae 
S aane ‘ shee : We know too, that they had a black a tae and that they 
took precautions against its being prematurely worn out; and the few chasubles her. 
mentioned could not have sufficed for the four altars of the OLE 

After the vestments comes a list of ornaments which evidently Botouscd to some images, 
A pair of silver beads, of five sets, with seven gawdys, or pases beads, gilt ; a ache, or brooch 
of silver-gilt, a stomacher of black’ velvet, the silver-gilt pendant of a girdle, another ache 
round of silver-gilt, a cloth of gold cap that belonged to Jesus’ head, a third ache, Silver-gilt, 
with three pearls and a stone in it, to clasp some mantle on a statue, and two more Caps, 
one of velvet the other of blue with flowers. 

Besides the four standards, there were two large latten candlesticks and two smaller ones ; 
and a great one, which stood before the image of our Lady every night during the singing of 
the anthem Sa/ve, Regina, after compline. 

To these succeeds a list of the “jewels ” belonging to the high church, written in the 
same hand as the preceding, and so probably of the same date, but the date has not been 
filled in. The list of “jewels” or plate begins with eight chalices and their patens, one of 
which belonged to Spicer’s chauntry, and another to the altar of St. John the Baptist. The 
list is given below in full; it is emphatic evidence of what is even now often denied in spite 
of Mr. St. John Hope’s elaborate demonstration of the facts, that patens should not be 
perfectly plain. Here we have one with « the Doom,” three with “the Holy Lamb,” and 

_ another with “the Trinity,” engraved on them. The « tabernacle ” of the chalices in this list 

r _ Seems: to be a dome-like cover. One of the chalices had a crucifix, with Mary and John in 

en enamel on it, 

supa thet cope ” with a pix lying inside it, is that for hanging Over the altar to contain the 

Eucl BFLEE sit had a cross with Mary and John on it, It is evidently the same as that 
pen Joned an the inventory of 1304. The second cup and the little pix are not quite so 

ah eh identification, The cup weighed 22 oz., and the little pix 5 oz. In 1394, the 
Coupe weighed 20 oz. and the little cup belonging to it 2 0z., which together makes 


the second cup of the present inventory, the identity 
rin the later memorandum on fol. 8 verso, as weighing 
PIX 1s most likely the “ Box @argent pur Corpus Christi’ 


may probably be identified with that Piven by Alys 
d perhaps the next best suit Was tha 


does not, and does not even profess to, give : 


i: 


oe, hati 
the Diat 
& 1410. The two cer 


L 


pat ee 

4 CT) SCOTS a 
= gh Poy ae 

and the lare 


¥-Wat’ 


~de cross are a 


Ce in the church at the end of the 
silons since that date being very few, 
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It is now time to give the text of the inventory :— 

Ey « - Fol. 38 verso. 

‘The ynvextory of bokes vestementes awter clothys 

copes and other ornamertes remaynyzg in the queyr 

Primis a grete antifeney be-for pe curat begynnyzg in 2° folio ex quo 


Jtem a-fore owr lady pvzest another antifener in 2° folzo do’? & sussitabo 
Jte on the curat-ys syd anoper antifeney in 2° folio ginto claritas 


Anno 1519 pe 23 of januer 


nive other antiphoners follow, and a sixth: 
Another old Antifener in 2° folio Aspiciens 
The 1 ext items are six grails, and then four legends. After them come— 


ae : Gospel boke” and “A-pystyll boke,” three manuals, two ordinals, “a py in prynt” 
; ; - [folio 39], four hymners, “A masbok for pe hy Auter,” a “colet boke,” a “ mortleyg,” six 
__ processionals, and finally “A queyer of the transfigracioz & of fest of Jhesu.” 


Then follows— 


more ther ys longyng to the queyr iiij stazdardes of latoz 
Jtem 2 gret egyll for to rede the gospell onz of latoz 
jt , to the hy awter in dyaper & twele clops viij 
Jtem a fyne pleyz awter clothe & a fyne pleyz towell sywyd 
y a dext cloth of yrysch makyzg anoper of cloth staynyd 
uf : . a frowt of red velwet browdyrd wzth gold & a-noper of grene saye browdyrd also 
Jte: nm a Red pelow & ij pelowes of cloth of gold & ij bleow stolys of satez 
em a hole hangyzg to the awter steynyd damask werk a desk cloth & to cortens 
Jten a hangyng for the awter hole complet of satez a brygges carnacyox & gre comteynyzg 
ae ilij peces & with ij cortens & a desk cloth red & gre say 


— >a 

Fol. 39 verso. 

Jten ? iij copes of the best sute & a chesebyll [& ij tenekylles of added interlineally] red cloth 
ee, _ a-tysscheow 

J tem ij copes of the next best bleow velwet browdyrd & a chesebyll & ij tenekylles 

Jtem iij copes of whyt damaske A cope of red wzth byrdes & chesebyll & tenekylles 

Jt sm a cope of bleow bawdkyz & a vestmente of the same 

) tem A yestment of red say & a-noper of breyzchyd wosted 

‘ tem A peyer of syluer bedes of v set wth vij gylt gawdys' 

Jtem A oche syluer & gylt & a stomyger of blak welwet? 

_ Stem a pendant of a gurdyll syluer & gilt & a rownd och syluer & gylt 


Jtem a capp pat longyth to Jhesws hed of cloth of gold’ & a och of syluer gylt & ij perlys 


- & a stone more ij cappes onz of velwet & the other of bleow w7¢h flowrs 


' Gaudies were the larger beads, 
to have referred to the five ga 
menta Eboracensia (Surtees Society), j, 

v, 4, 60; vj, 97, 298, 307 They were often presen 


dividing up the set into (in this case) seven sections. The name seems 
udia or joys of our Lady. For other examples of beads see 
59, 79, 199, 276, 280, 291, 293, 392, 382, etc. ; iv, 17, 153, 201, 208, 
, ted to churches for the purpose of adorning some 


laa 


The d some image, as also the pendant and oche of the next 
ny 1e bly belonged to 1 ? 
f ) ache and stomacher proba i & 


‘ is evidently was a cloth of gold cap which adorned an image of our Lord, 
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Jtem ij large constyie: of latex & ij smaler & j gret onw that stozdyth afore ow, lady euer 
ny3th at antym 


[After this there follows immediately in the same handwriting |— 

Here-After folowe/i what Juelles belomgyth to the hy church & the proctuys hath th 
gydywg of the keys to se the delyuevans owt & the resayuy”g in as a-peryth b ‘ 
indentures made in azo 15 [blank] & pe [dlank] daye of [dank] - 

Jn primis the gret chalys wth pe paten weyzg lj vnces démidium 

Jtem the next chalys wéth pe dome in the patewt wé//-owt tabernakyll xxj vnces d. 

Jtem a-nother chalys w¢h pe holle lambe in pe patewt xxij vnces 

[Folio 40] Jte A-nother chalys with pe dome in the [bete s¢ruck out] tauernakull XXVij_ynces 
j quarter 

Jtem A-nother chalys wz¢k the hole lame in the patevt xviij vnces j quarter 

Jtem A chalys longyzg to spyceres chawztre with pe crucifyx mare & John grey Amelyd 
xliij vnces | 

Jtem A chales of doctor harper-ys geft loxgyng he sen John pe euamgelyst-ys awter a hole 
lambe in the patent x vnees d. 

Jtem Another chalys lozgyng to pe hy awter w7th pe trinite om pe patezt xix vnces 

Jtem A cope w¢h a crosser lose to be set onz the hed wi#k mare & John with a pyx lyyng in 
the cope xl vnces — 

Jtem the best paxe weygh xv vnces d. 

Jtem a lesser paxe with a crystall stone in yt v vnces j quarter 

Jtem a schype with the spone weyth xij vnces d. 

Jtem ij cruettes weyygh xiij vnces d. 

Jtem a payer canstykkes lvij vnces d. 

Jtem a senser weyzg xlj vnces 

_ Jtem Another sencer weyng XXXVij vnces 

__ Jtem pe best cros as viij flowrs weygh ij xij vnces lij quarters 

ae Jtem pe next cros eee 

ae Iytyll p E tebe 


ya Deyer 


ast 1 t 1 inventories in the book. It is followed by Robert Thorne’s’ will 
de in 1515, which has been abstracted at length by Mr. Wadley. The 
las benefited by it to the extent of £20. 
9 is a memorandum that “Johan Thorne, widowe, late the wif of Robatt 
hurch “a sowte of vestmentes of blak velwet, a pall of blake Chamlc! 
of C Candelstikkes of silver parcel gilte, weyeng Ixxxxvij ounces,” which 
lo were willing to pay ten shillings for the same, the said money 
, 8s. amongst the four orders of Friars in Bristol (2s. to ec! 
as. It is dated October 15th, 1524. 
rne, wife of Robert Thorne, occupies several pages (fol. 42-43): It 
She wished to be buried in the crowde (or crypt) of St. Nichol 
Nagas tt fay with all other thynges that a cristen woman ows!" 


é 


Hie de ee is abstracted in Wadley, 180. 
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ue.” She leaves “a sute of vestinens of blake velwett” to the church, and “ 


co: a payer of 
listekes off siluer parcell gylt” weighing 97 oz,“ a pawlle off blake chamblett and 
” Besides these is a bequest of “a vestment of blake chamlet wzth a corporas and a 
A suche as is belongyng for the sayd vestmentt, and to be occupied at Sayntte John 
iste aulter yn the sayd Curche.” To “St, Myghels awiter in the crowde” she leaves 
1 of vestmens off grene and redde Satyn of Bryges and a chalys w7th a payer of 
- of syluer weyeng xxiij onces.” 
next documents belong to the post-Marian period, and contain little or nothing of 
us. They are wills and general feofments. The wills are those of William 
sliz. (fol. 44 verso to 46), George Snow, May 19th, 1596 (fol. 48), William 
, June roth, 1620 (fol. 55 verso), and Alderman John Whitson, March 27th, 1627, 

o the computation of the Church of England (fol. 56). On fol. 46 verso is a copy 
between Alderman John Browne and a number of persons concerning a certain 
an Almshouse ; on fol. 50 verso a feofment made 1621, on fol. 57 verso the next 
general feofment 1653, another 25 Carol. II. (fol. 58), on the next page another 
nother again, 1727, on fol. 59. To this succeeds some notes on the induction of 
as vicar in 1880. 
many blank pages we have on fol. 150 a copy of the Royal Letters Patent 
Elias Spelly, Mayor of Bristol, and royal Escheator, to hold an inquest ad guod 
> king would suffer if John Wilkyns, senior, granted to John Crome, vicar of 
sa certain piece of land, 156 feet long by 8 feet wide, for a cemetery. The 
dated October 24th; 6 Ric. II. [1382]. By the document on the verso of the leaf 
; at the inquest was duly held on Monday, the feast of St. Andrew, 6 Ric. IL., and 
nd that the king would suffer no loss nor prejudice by the grant. 
We may now turn to the Churchwarden’s Accounts, and try to describe the church of 
Nick s from the various items of interest contained in them. 
| counts begin in 1520, for the high church. The volume in which they are has 
ly bound in red leather, and contains the warden’s accounts, with a few lacunz, to 
14. Bu “beside these there are a few quires not belonging to the high church. The 
r the Crowde, or crypt, exist for 1523 (misplaced amongst those for the high 
urch), 531 and 1548. Then comes a quire of accounts belonging to the Chauntry of 
ee Eric er, from Lady Day, 1489 to 1492 ; and a quire of those of the Chapel of St. John 
list on Avon Back,! which was in St. Nicholas parish, dated April 23rd, 1548. 
was the same as for the high church. : 

there are certain receipts and payments which occur every year, up to the 
d Lady’s Light, our Lady mass, and 
ward VI. These are the gatherings for our ys Lignt, y S; 
fives Light, and a gathering on Good Friday: receipts for the best cross, z.¢., for 
t to be used in the funeral procession, and for graves : and receipts for Seats or Pews. 
ina ‘ (our Lady priest, the sexton, the raker); for 
il payments are for various wages cr the 
for wine, on Palm Sunday, the latter sometimes specifically 


; : - hat there should be a daily 
tol in 1391 and 1396, 8 1404-05, t 

d by Thomas Knapp, aan eee for mariners, artizans, and servants. It was 13 yards by 

m. by one or other of the two Bristol, 18343 pp- III, 135). It appears in the 


c Antiquities of Bristow, apne 
ee ie ne seth Knape Chapel” (Trans. Br. and Glouc. Arch. Soc., viii, 238). 
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watching the sepulchre ; for the Corpus Christi procession: the church wax, and fo, 
other matters : and for elie anaes Oe were: Thomas Johns, elarer, Joly 3rd ; Hatry 
The obits kept iH t iti week; Neil ffysher, October uae William Spencer, is 
Guildney, on ney « sometimes called John) Palmer, our Lady’s pep eption ; Richarg 
Trinity Monday ; a i A ster week ; and All Good Doers, on St. Martin’s Eve. The obit 
ee eee aad to these, in and after 1526, on May 25th ; and from 1530 Onwards 
Mi ss Margery: Ryse, on March 14th. : i 
Le i es aa ave Me, yearly Jeffrey Greffyth’s obit 4 ee ae ae eve 
Thomas Jonys’, cofferer’s, on May 1st; and that for Al} Goo ; We oo ce : < : 
May. But according to his will, Thomas Jonys, in 1464, wis ‘ 
ies as for Richard Spicer’s obit pccud in his the o.. a es et 
appear whether it was kept in the high church, or in the crowde : ut as p un ry 
i i h, the obit was most probably kept in 
was founded at the altar of St. Mary in the high church, 
the same.} 


P ang 
SOme 


The church wax figures largely in the accounts up to 1548. In 1524, for meen’, 
there are two tapers weighing 2 lbs. and more: in 1520 it is stated that these tapers weighing 
2 Ibs. are “ for owr lady awter for owr lady Masse.” In most years these occur twice. For 
the three other altars twice there is mention of six altar tapers weighing 3 lbs., and, for the 
high altar, two standards weighing 10 lbs. The sepulchre light: the pascall, weighing 154 lbs. 
in 1520, 224 lbs. in 1524; two font-tapers weighing 8 lbs.; all these, connected pat Faster, 
are regular items. Besides them, every year, is the mention of two “ angel-tapers,” or two 
“tapers for the angels” (as in 1524), weighing 3 lbs. It is probable that these tapers were 
held by images of angels about the sepulchre : the item occurs regularly, but only once a year, 
so that it can hardly refer to angels set on posts at the altar’s corners, which would need more 
frequent renewals of tapers, 

The votive lights provided are: “our Lady light,” the judas of which weighed 13 lbs.; the 
Square tapers of the Rood light, twelve of which weighed 85 lbs. in 1524; the tapers of he 
Branch light, seventeen of which weighed 63 Ibs. in 1524 ; St. Katharine’s light: and a certain 
number of round tapers, for the Round light. 

Most of these lights were stiffened with wooden judases or “ 
isa note at the end of the wax account : 
trees,” so much ; showing that the whole t 
stumps of the various lights, for which 
the extra wax used in casting the new c 


treys,” and commonly there 
“discounted for the judases,” or “abate for the 
hing went to the wax maker, embedded in the old 


allowance was made in reckoning up the weight ©! 
andles. 


Ny 4 The chauntries at St. Nicholas at the general confiscation in Edward VI.’s reign were: (1) Spicer’ 
m the parish church” ; (2 ) the crowde service, “in the said parish church within the crowde” ; (3) Eborar 
and (4) Our Lady Service, of William Spenser (Zrans, Br. and Glouc. Arch. a; 
'S chauntry composition is given in the Zizzle Rea Book of eee 
ar » 1900; vol. i, p, 198 sg, It was founded i . i thing abo'- 
it In the churchwarden’ f ; 95 59 ounded in 1350. I have not noticed anything 
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“ Four torches of clean wax upon Corpus Christi day ” weighed 25 Ibs. in 1524: besides 
we ere bought two torches “for the Sacrament,” either for the Sacring or for visiting 
(it does not appear which), and two torches for the crowde. 


ret mn to the Pascall for a moment: it was customary to deck it out with all sorts of 
on, which varied in different places, At St. Nicholas we have the following 


28 ee, payd for aples for pe pascall, id. 
‘in 1532. Later on they had small flags. 


Jtem p* ffor a yard & di. of tafeta ffor to make stremeres ffor the pascall, iiijs. 


ae 


e number of parish churches the pascall was hung from the roof, instead of 
E a standing candlestick: but at St. Nicholas it seems to have been set on a judas, 
ly of w vhich was embedded in the wax of the candle : 


43: p® ffor iiij yardes of blekyd clothe ffor the pascall tre, xvd. 
4 to Wyllam Kery ffor peyntyng & gyltyng of the same Jmages [Adam, Eve, and the 
Angel] w7zh the hed of the pascall & the clothe pat goys a-bowt the pascall tre, vjs. viijd. 


gst the payments in connection with the Easter Sepulchre every year is one of 4d. 
f frankincense, which last occurs in the accounts made April 23rd, 1548. It is. the 
a on which the proctors regularly bought incense. For the ordinary services of 
its provision belonged to the vicar, and not the parish. The statement sometimes 


the great expense of incense in medizval times must have prevented its use in a 


i 


amber of cases, can hardly be pee vata we realise that its auckase cost per 


ry in 1481 ordered the suffragan to find palm and Fite for Palm Sunday at 
t: but the accounts show that in Henry VIIIL’s reign the parish paid for 


s-cross, or triangular candlestick to hold the candles used at Tenebrae, the 
fattins of the last three days before Easter, is mentioned in 1553-4, the first year 


on of the Judas crose & the Judas ffor the ise & flormys ffor the sepulcur, vjd. 
or a li. of Candylles ffor the Judes, xd. 


ffor pe Judys” were bought in 1557. 
-58 : p* ffor the makeyng of the Judes ffor the Candylles wzzh the tylyve to the same, viijd. 


stomary to use wooden clappers instead of the bells on the last three days before 
| the accounts bear witness to the custom : 


2 laper, jd. 

2-43: ffor mevdyng of the churche clap 

5-56: p* ffor a claper [for good fryday ¢ a iferent hand and ink), viijd. 

y alluded to, for setting up and watching the sepulchre 


ments, alread 
the usual pay , ng interesting items : 


d for coals for the watchers, are the followi 


“0 sar Jtem payd for pynnys & the mendyng of that the sepulcre lyght hangyth on, ijd. 
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a clope to covyve the sepullkeve lyght, xxjd. 


: to make 
1540-41: p* ffor vj yardes canwas to downe off the fframe of the Sepulke; when yt “7 
$ 


1542-43: Jtem ffor setyng vp & takeyng 


iid. 
showyd ffor to be gyllt, 111) i 
-44 1 Jtem p* to fyngall ffor hys hondy worke to ley the gold apon vil} Smale stremer, 


ffor the Sepulker, viijs. ; ffor vilj sperys ffor the flages, vjd. ; fos bokeram to make hosys eS 
pe sperys, ijd. ; ffor viij levys of papev to Rowle the flages ya, Be 
1521-22: Jtem ffor a borde to worke the sepulcur light a-pon, uijs. xjd. 


In 1541-42, 39s. 8d. was spent on making the new frame of the sepulchre and the wax 


1543 


frame ; and 2 
p* to W tyler ffor setyng of ij postes yn the hy awtyve to fastyn the frame, ijd. 


There are annual payments for the sexton’s wages, to le raker for cleaning Out the 
church, to the sexton for carrying banners in Rogation eee SOU, and for dressing the church 
at St. Nicholas tyde, or “hangyng of the beddes ayenst seynt Nicholas day.” 

The annual Corpus Christz costs generally include payments to the sexton for bearing 
the cross, to men for bearing torches, “to iiij boys for beryng of the sensors & Candylsteyckes.” 
and sometimes to other children for singing. There is also a small payment, usually, to 
children for “beryng vp of the priestes copys.” 

Holly and candles at Christmas occur regularly : other boughs, such as yew and rose- 
mary, being sometimes paid for as well. The Christmas items are continued through the 
reigns of Elizabeth and James I. In some years it is said that the holly was for the 
rood-loft (¢.g., 1533-4). 

_ It was customary in England to sing after Complin every evening the anthem Sakv, 
Regina. While it was in singing a candlestick with one or more lights was commonly placed 
before the image of our Lady near which the anthem was sung. They had at St. Nicholas 
a great candlestick “that standeth afore our lady every night at anthem” in 1519: which is 
alsc mentioned in the accounts for 1 527-28: 


Jtem payde for mendyng pe kandelstycke paz stondythe on pe awter at owr lady antem, xijd. 
The accounts for 15 38-9 contain the item ; 
p? for syngyng of a antem at mydsomeve be-for the hy awtyre, js. ilijd. 
; The anthem of St. John Baptist, the respond Tu, puer, bropheta altissimt vocaberis, was, 
: according to the rubric in the Processional,! sung before the altar of St. John : but obviously 
where there was no such altar the directions could not be carried out. 


The Corpus Christi procession has already been mentioned. On St. George’s day also 


_ @ grand procession took Place to which frequent allusion is made in the accounts : e,g., in those 
made June 16th, 15 30: 


é 4 to the Sexten for beryng the cops to the prosessyon syn george-ys Daye, ijd. 
___ 1 those made May 8th, 1542, the Payment is “for beryng vp of the copes to cryst 


i but in 1545, “to the trynyte colege,” ze, the abbey-church 0! 
by Henry VIII, in worship of the Holy Trinity. In 1547 the 
n Michaelmas day : “ pd ffor beryng of Copes on myghellmas 
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The high church of St. Nicholas was presumably made up of two aisles, like the existing 
Tae crypt, and achancel. We read of four altars in the inventory of 1432, and four were restored 
and hallowed in 1556. 


pies by tapers “ for pe iij awters.” The former altar, at which Spicer’s deatveee was 
aded, is oftened mentioned in the Henrician and Marian accounts. It seems to have 


eS 


ied one aisle to itself; at any rate the accounts made in 1535 contain a number of 


2 igh AVES which is of course frequently mentioned, was in the chancel. There 
to be accounted for two more altars, One of these was dedicate in worship of 
j the Evangelist, as we learn from the inventory of 1519, the accounts for 1526, and 
of Joan Thorne in 1523. The dedication of the other does not appear. The position 
two. altars was, probably, one on either side of the rood-screen door, but the church- 
counts ae no hints. In 1557 one of these is spoken of as “the awtyve be-ffor 
meyre-ys pew.” 
ere were three altars in the crypt. In 1495 we hear of one dedicate in worship of 
and Joan Thorne left a pair of vestments and a chalice to St. Michael’s altar in the 
1523. Besides these, there was a Lady altar, mentioned in the inventory of 1432, 
the Lady chapel, which is referred to the crowde accounts of 1523. 
usage of a hair-cloth as the first covering of the altar obtained at St. Nicholas 
s elsewhere. 


152 1-22. Item ffor v yerdes heyrre for pe hey alter at vd., ijs. jd. 

“15 55-66. Jtem p® ffor a heyze clothe ffor owr lady awtyze, ijs. 

1556-57. p® ffor iiij yardes of heyve ffor the hy awtyve at viijd the yard, ijs. viijd. & a heyre ffor 
the awtyre be-ffor mastye meyre-ys pew, js. viijd,  iijs. itijd. 


There e is little information vouchsafed concerning the linen altar-cloths. In 1519, eight 
hs of f diaper and twill, a fine plain linen altar-cloth, and a fine plain “ towell,” were kept 
e; but unfortunately the inventory of the rest of the church goods has not been 
to. us. The accounts tell us practically nothing. 
have already seen what altar-frontals were kept in the quire in 1519; one of red 
another of green saye, a whole hanging painted like damask-work, and another of 
and green satin, containing four pieces and two curtains. The four pieces perhaps 
e > upper and nether fronts, with the two frontlets. On the high festivals the reredos, 
y Arveys and the others, was left exposed, and so there was need only for a nether 
ont, but on other days this would have been covered by an upper front. In the accounts 


3-44, is the record of a payment 

flor peyntyng of the cortez ffor the hyere frontt of the hy-awtyre, xxd, 
ise made June 20th, 1547, is a payment 

| flor Saye Red & greyn ffor to mend the iij awtyve ffrunttes, ixd, 


dine 1553; a payment 
: jflor peyntyzg of the awtyve frowntt Clothe, ijs. 
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: everal times mentioned : 


i iest’ s, are S 
Altar towels, for drying the priest s hands, 


d ffor a ell & a quartere of Dowles to make to towles ffor the hy-awtyre Si ‘ 
1542: Pp 


eae 5 Ry ell of dowles ffor to make ii tewelles ffor the hy-awtyve w7th the mak eng, x 

1556: p° Hor a-n- 

Th it ing items probably refer to the Lenten veil, except the first, which ee 
e follow 


be an instance of the elevation curtain. 


530: Jtem p* to John Keyght for the mendyng of the hye auter Corten & for Polleys : 
I : 


& for his labur, xijd. 
5 sae ae for a corde that hyng the clothe before the hye Awter yn the lent, ijd. 
1532: 


1540: p* for a lyne for the vaylle that honges be-for the le i - 
1543: ]tem p! ffor a lyne ffor the clothe paz honges befor the hy-awtyre or the vayll clothe, 
iiijd. ob. ) 
It is difficult to make any useful comparisons between the pets of vestments in the tir 
inventories printed above; they are not of the same kind, and it may be doubted whether 
even the earlier one is complete. The following table shows what was in the church 


according to the inventory of 1432. 


WHOLE Sults. SINGLE VESTMENTS. SEPARATE Copxs, 
1. Red velvet, with birds of | 1. Red chasuble, for Good | 1. Two of red cloth of gold, 
gold (x cope, 1 chasuble, friday. with birds. 
2 tunicles). 


2. Red velvet, with stars ofgold | 2. Red chasuble >) doth belong- 
ing to the 
St. ALary 
3. Green chasuble} Pyvest. 


(t cope, x chasuble, 2 
tunicles). 

3. Green silk (4 copes, 1 
chasuble, 2 tunicles). 

4. Black velvet (3 copes, 1 
chasuble). 

5. Counterfeit damask (1 chasu- 
ble, 2 tunicles), 

6. Red, for Sundays (1 cope, 
1 chasuble, 2 tunicles). 


During the second half of the century, they acquired by gift five more suits : one of blue 
with branches and flowers - 


» a second, of blue bawdkin with birds and lions of gold ; a third, 
also blue, of velvet, with branches and flowers of gold ; a fourth, of red cloth of tissue ; fifthly, 
the black suit which Agnes Coggan bequeathed. 


The following table shows what vestments were kept in the quire in 1519: 


S f 
1. The best ue . SINGLE VESTMENTS, SEPARATE COPES. 
» Ted cloth of tissue 1. Vestment of red saye, MRE ahite damask. 
(3 copes, 1 chasuble, 2 ? 


tunicles), 


2. The second best, blue velvet 


embroidered (2 copes, 2, Vestment of branched 2. Cope of blue bawdkin. 


I 


chasuble, 2 tunicles), worsted. 
3 Red, with birds (1 ¢¢ 
e, . 
chasuble, 2 tunicles), Pe, 1 | 3. Vestment of blue bawdkin 
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i Obviously pete are many wanting in this list. The accounts give us a little mo a 
_ information, which we will tabulate under the years of the entries : . 


1520: The whyt vestmeztes of owy lady awter. 
1522: The best sute of blak damask. 
pe purpull sewt. 
1528: (ix the course of a long list of “‘reparacyons of pe copys”). pe iij. best copys. 
pe blew coopys. 
pe red velwet cope for sondayes. 
pe hole sute of clothe of tyssew. 
pe why3t coopys pe hole sute. 
pe blewe tynykylles. 
pe red [tunicles] w7¢/ starrys. 
pe sewte of blacke damaske. 
pe olde red copys (vedyed, & remade). 
1541: The old cope pat ys worne euery daye. 
. 1546-47 : (All these are payments for mending). The best copes. 
On of the velewett copes. 
iij Red copes. 
i. r 47-48 : (All payments for mending). On of the chesepylles of the damaske shewtt. 
Bee ij of the best Copes. 
ie on of the blew velewett copes. 
1552: Jtem [paid] for a chyssyble & a cope, iijli. xs. 
The black velvet suit given by Joan Thorne in 1524 must be added to the list, and the 


a 


slack chamblet vestment which she left to St. John’s altar. 

This gives us six suits: the best black, the purple (which may have been one of those 
ly described as red), the cloth of tissue, the white, the red with stars, the damask and 
ck v Of these six, the white suit has not been mentioned before ; the purple suit 
he old red ones; the damask and the black 


th stars evidently belong to the red suit of the 


k velvet. 
may not be identical with one of t 
suits are also new. The red tunicles wi 


ventory, and the other suit is old too. 
. to notice the careful mending of the vestments during the first two years 


e of a cope and a chasuble in the closing 
rding the vestments in Elizabeth’s time, 


he 


s interesting 
1rd VI’s reign, and still more the purchas 


that king’s reign. There are no items rega 
er are there in the accounts made when her sister Mary was on the throne. There 


ig to show that the vestments did not continue in use all through Edward’s, Mary’s 
‘lizabeth’s reigns, but the only evidence that they were used belongs to that of 
VIL 

lhe nether or lo 
sur Lady altar, standing in our Lady aisle. 


irst, of course was that of St. Mary, 


w altars need not detain us long. F 
for it are annual items in the wax 


Two tapers 


: i i is i curs is headed: ‘Chargys laid owght by george 

ee ose i Be chu Li . we er And movre(?) laide ought for the Reparacions of 
: lll as in the yere of liij following.” | conclude from this that a chasuble and a 
imine aire 70F 129 27 iad July Oth, 1552, 89 hah even, Hh ie were of the ate) Tee 
d nen ban) an: are all made up to March 2 5th, or some day in April, it would still be a 


Es2 
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faite tly mentioned, and the support of i 

lamp before it is frequen . 
account until fi ae a se We have already dealt with the vestments that are 
defrayed W a ved to this altar. There was a bookcase and a locker at this altar. 
known to have be 


. key ffor the locke of pe a 
Wee Ghee that longes to ow7 lady prest, ijd. 


lybrary at ow7 lady awty7e, ijd. 
1540-41: Pp 
1538-39: fora ke for the almery 
ring Lent for which annual payments occur. 


: ass sung du : 
There was a special Lady m 3 e accounts presented April 23rd, of that Year, is 


was put down of course after 1548, and in th 


the pathetic entry : 4 sig 
p* to the preyst & clarkes & chylderne pat Sowng the last of ow7 lady mas, yd. 


St. John’s altar was provi 
16d. was paid, 


ded in 1526-27 with a buckram cover, and in the same year 


for ij planckes to set byfore the aulters, 
but we are not told which of them. 

The four standards belonging to the quire were scoured in 1540-41. Two new Judases 
were bought for two of them in 1534-35 for 2d. 

The seats in the quire are frequently mentioned. Three “gemowys,” or hinges, were 
bought for them in 1530: and in 1575-76 we have “mor for iij Jemos for the clarkes setes in 
the charnsell coste vjd.” In 1597 there is a payment for “mending the seates in the qwyer.” 
In 1540-41 the sum of 14d. was paid “ffor ij cheyves ffor the preystys to Syt onz ynz the 
quyeve.” 

In the sixteenth century they had two sets of organs. The accounts made in 1541 
mention the new organs, and in the next year they required repair : 


p* ffor a new Jere ffor onz of the stopes of the new organs yz pe quyeze, vjd. 
Twelvepence was paid in the following year “to a preyst to mezd the best organs”: and in 
1542-43 “the belews of the Smale organs ynz the quyere” had to be repaired. 
The sides of the quire appear to have been, as elsewhere, enclosed by curtains : 


1540-41: ffor cortezrynges ffor the cortens yn pe quyere, jd. 


In the fifteenth century we hear of a clerk, a suffragan, and an under- 


sixteenth we read of the high or principal clerk, the second clerk, or suffr 
years one or two more clerks besides 


distinguished from the suffragan in th 


suffragan. In the 
agan, and in some 
these, and the sexton. The last named is quite 
se ag: e tables of the expens its: 20 to 1524 
it is either the high clerk and the suffragan, the clerk ee ah ee a ec clerks: 
Jey re the high clerk, and the second or other clerk ; and Peictiines the sexton 

cll. In 1542-43 we get the high clerk, the second clerk, George the clerk, 


“ Humphrey-ys servant.” 
é » and the sexton. F : : res.” the 
priests and clerks get a « salary,” urther, whereas the sexton is paid “wages, 


The sexton in 1530 was married ; 
Jtem to the sexton for his yere wages, 
Jtem to his wyffe for wasshyng of the 
Jtem more to his wyffe for skoryng, 


The clerks and the sexton wore sur 
the parish. Six ells of dowlas for the s 


Xxijs. ilijd. 

chirche gere, viiijs. 

iijs. iiijd, 

plices in quire and elsewhere, which were provided »” 
econd clerk’s surplice Cost 45. 4d. in 1524, and five 4 
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and meauarttct of the same material for the clerk’s cost only 2s. 74d. in 1528. Eleven ells of 
the same, costing 5s. 11$a@., were bought in 1541 to make the two clerks’ surplices; and two 
years later ten ells for the same purpose cost 5s. 8d. In 1546 3s. was expended on fixie ells of 
_dowlas “for to make pe Sexten a surplus”: and in 1566 was “p4 for a surples to the 
Sexten, iiijs. viijd.” 
The children of the quire were also provided with surplices : 
1521-22: Jtem for mendyng a chilldes suplis belonyng to pe quer, jd. 
1542-43: Jtem p‘ ffor vj elles of dowles & a quartere ffor to make ij lades surplys at vijd. the 
ell, iijs. vijd. 


1542-43: Jtem p* ffor a latynz bybyll to set ynz the quyere, iiijs. 
1544-45: p° ffor iij englyshe prosessyonalles, ‘ixd. 
1552: ffor iiij bokes ffor the quyeze, vjs. viijd. 
—- 1551-52: p? ffor a new bocke ffor the comewnyon, iijs. iiijd. 
“15 58-59 : P¢ ffor ij bookes of Englyshe prosessyox, iiijd. 
i 1560-61 : p* ffor a bocke ffor the quyeve paz was set forthe by the beshop of caztyrebery, iiijd. 
_ 1567: p% for a booke of Comen prayer and Sarvys for the Church with Coste, vijs. iiija 


Bs 7°-71 : ffor a booke of the quines in-Junkecions vypon Symon and Judithes day, iiijd. 


In 1538-39: 

Be: Stem p* for a cofer to set a boke yn to take the cowntt of cyrstenyzges weddynges & berynges 
cost with locke & keys, ijs. jd. 

tem p% for a boke for the same, js. iiijd. 


; 2 


This book is still carefully preserved in the church. 


1567 : p® for a-paper boke for pe Churche to wryth Crystinyngs, xviijd. 


1 1567 they also bought a kalendar: 
pt for a Callynder for the Churche Sarvys, viijd. 


: the byffet next pe vestry dore. 

: ij byffettes of pe cofer afore seynt nycholas. 

1530: the byffet at the hye auter. 

i 539: the almary that longes to owr lady pvest. 

7 : a befett that longes to owr lady awtyre. 

. : a befett yn the quyeze. 

1541 : ij befettes yn the quyeve. 

ne is also mentioned in 1588, “in the qvire.” 

We read in the St, Nicholas books of the following images and lights before images. 

r od-light, before the great crucifix in the rood-loft: there was a lamp, and several wax 
Ks ur Lady light: St. Katharine’s light: St. George’s light (1535): the Branch 

‘its lamp and bowls of green wax: the Round light: the branch before the Trinity, 

} rch (1532): these, except the Branch and the Round lights, imply the existence of 


tive images. The Round light is the same as that elsewhere called the Rota, 
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imi ; f thing, and th 
f to have been a similar sort o g, ey ha 
l Trendle: the Branch light seems s d 
ane site belfry in 1520. The Branch light bulks largely in the warden’s accounts: ¢1, 


following are some of the more interesting ibein: 


tt weigh 64 lbs. 


Ceara! for the brawnche light, is 
1524: “*xvij tapes tor the pe yn pe branche, ijd. 


1532: Jtem payd for the Mendyng of the lam ne 
1554-55: Jtem p% ffor mendyng of the brazche, viljd. 

p? ffor xviij bowlles of pewtyze ffor the branche, vs. vujd. 

p? ffor makeyng of the waxe ffor the brawche & ffor the grene bowlles, xd. ob. 


a Rope ffor the poley ffor the brazche. 


In 1555-36 the “grene bowlles” cost ijd.: and again in 1560-61. Similar payment, 
were made in 1561 and 1562. 


1567: p? for a Roppe to hange pe branche in pe Churche att Crystmas weynge viijli, x 
quarter att iijd. pe li. somma, ijs. 
1570-71: for vjli. of wex for xviij tapers for the branche, vjs. 


In 1588 it was gilt and painted. Similar payments for the branch tapers occur yearly 
to 1604, with which this volume closes. It appears to have been hung in the midst of the 
church in 1526. 

In 1542-43 : 

p? to John naylard ffor the makeyng of the Imagys of adam & Eve and the angell & a 
mytyze for a Jmage of syn clementt, viijs. 


There is no further allusion to these images. The following items are curious : 


1534-35: Jtem p‘to Richard pevrker for clenssyng off the v woundes and for Jrenzs therto, 
xilijd. 
Jtem p* to Wz/zam Kerry for mendyng of fawtes in the Harte, vd. 


They put up a similar representation at All Saints’, Bristol, when they pulled down the 
images in 1538. 


In 1555-56 the oil used for the lamps is specified as whale-oil : 


p* to Mr stawbacke for a potell of whale oyle ffor the lampe, vd. p* mor to Mr stazbacke ffor 
a barell of whale oyle ffor the lampe continet. vilj ga-lons, vijs. 


The following item seems to imply an image of our Lady near the altar: 


1521: Jtem ffor washing of owr Ladis-kerchef at pe hy altez, iijd. : 


and the inventory of 1519 mentions a cap of cloth of gold belonging to Jesus head, #«., an 
image of our Lord, 

Pews and lofts (or galleries) are recognised, by all who have paid attention to ecclesiology, 
as being of “pre-Reformation” introduction : but as the old notion, that they were first 
brought in by supporters of the Blessed Reformation, is even yet far from extinct, some 
account of what obtained at St, Nicholas may be of interest. We have already given the 
vestry ordinance of the middle of the fifteenth century dealing with the sale of their pews 
by those who had left the parish. In 1481 the clerk and the suffragan were charged with the 
duty of making clean the « segys” in the church. The accounts supply further information. 
There is a yearly income derived from the sale of seats in the high church, of varying 
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a amount : some from seats or pews in the church, each bringing in 20d.; others “for hys pew 
ss ee iy 

in pe lofte, bringing in 12d, and usually a few “for remevyng down fro the lofte,” for which 

q. was charged. | 

‘The accounts of 1524 mention “the after lofte”; and in 1 534-35 “the lofft there-As 

eae) “ » 7 

nen knelythe” was repaired. In 1570 there is a large number of receipts “ for pewinige in 

he churche,” and also “ ffor pewinge in the too loftes,” 

A good deal of mending was done on the pews in 1541-42: two new pews were made in 

54: and 1m 1601-2, 2s. was spent “for a boord of .15. feet to make benches for the 

men to sit vppon before the magistrates,” 

The mayor of Bristol had a special pew at St. Nicholas, which is mentioned in the 

accounts of 1556-57. It was remade in 1570. 

In 1540-41 was bought “a locke & a key ffor the shreveyug pew.” 

“il he religious revolution effected by Somerset and his accomplices made its mark on 

St. Nicholas as elsewhere. 

The accounts made April 23rd, 1548, show that the vestments were kept in repair, the 
sepulchre set up and watched, Corpus Christi was kept as usual, a visiting torch was bought, 
a new collar put on the visiting surplice. The Lady mass was sung for the last time that 
, the rood-loft was pulled down and its lights taken away. 


: pe ffor makeyng cleyn of the church aftyve the Rodloft was takyn downe, iiijd. 


ts were kept as usual. The accounts made in 1549 have little of interest; but two 
of the salmes ” were bought, and 4¢. was 
pt ffor halyng awey of formys & bordes & Jmagys ffrom the skole-hows to the stor-hows. 


‘were kept this year. The accounts for the year ending Lady-day, 1550, and those 
next year have nothing in them of interest. Presumably the altars were pulled down 
f the fact that they were ornaments prescribed by the Book of Common Prayer; but 
y reference to it is in these items in the accounts for 1552: 
J em for vj yerdes quarter of grene Clothe for the Comunyon table at vjs. vuijd. the yerd 
_ Somma, x\js. viijd. 
p! for xj elles of Dowlas for ij Clothis for the same table at [dotted out xjs. 
J tes ” p* for a Cd. of Drye oken bordes for to make the seates where the sevuis was apoyntyd 
by pe comandment of the chancler, ixs. 
nN ary the old order returned; the obits, however, were not revived, as the 
‘ presumably, had been confiscated. Changes took place again under 
not give us a clear picture of what actually occurred. The 
the eagle, formerly used for reading the 
I can find no allusion to any 


ut the accounts do 

uire continued to sit in the chancel 

spel from, was kept clean and scoured regularly. 
xcept surplices. 

le following items refer to the altar: 
1560-61: (beffor the fawll of the money). 

f em p* to John Cooke ffor wrety”g of the skyrptovs vpow the ffrowztes of the awtyves 

y xiijs. ilijd. p* ffor mezdyng of the trepettes that go-ys aw-bowt the tabull, iiijd. p* ffor 
_ ij. elles di. of canwas ffor to make flockeres ffor the trepettes, xd. the ell, ijs. xjd. 

15 68 : pé to ij massonnes & a labrere for | 
 sartten holles in pe boddy of pe churche 


eyeng pe alter stonne in pe queire & for mendyng 
and for lyme to the Same, ijs, iiijd. 
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ynyon table for v nayles and a ginner to make the Worke, 
] borde, vijd. 

ion table, 00.04.3. for holland for 4 table 
2 elles 4, 00.07.10. 
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the comm 
1570-71: for mendyn 
iijs. viijd.  ffor mendyn the [communyon i 
1598: for Canvas for the trippites of pe commu 


followeth. . . . Somma ol. 03. 4- 


€ as 


churchwardens’ accounts, preserved in the church, have 
ble goods of the church. The following 
tion of the Elizabethan Act Of 


The seventeenth century : 
sometimes an inventory of the ornaments and mova : 
list belongs to the year 1629, Hieeay, pols a an ig ee 

iformi ith such things was carr : 
eae i me to the Ae comprised a copy of the Great ie ss Books if 
Common Prayer, probably those “lately explained in some few points by his majesty’s 
authority,” mentioned in the 8oth Canon of 1604. sey 

The altar plate enumerated in the inventory includes a communion cup, with its cover, of 
silver-gilt, a present pot of silver, two of pewter, and a plate for Dea The cover is the 
paten of our present rubric, which was described even as early as pence wode as operculum 
calicis, the cover of the chalice. The 20th Canon of 1603 required the wine to be brought to 
the communion table in a clean and sweet standing pot or stoup of pewter, if not of purer 
metal. The “ plate for bread” was for the offering of the bread, the cover or paten being 

used for its distribution. The communion table and its supports were covered with a green 
carpet of broadcloth in the time of divine service, this being “a carpet of decent stuff” within 
the meaning of the 82nd Canon; and for the administration of the holy communion two fair 
linen cloths were used, of which one was patterned in warp and woof in the manner called 
diaper. For the support of the Book of Common Prayer at the Altar there was a silk 
cushion, as was usual in England, and ‘is still ordered in the rubrics of the Roman massbook. 
For the Pee 0 notte pulpit there was a crimson cushion and another of green 
Shaya for more practical and obvious purposes an hour-glass. 
due ornaments of the, minister are few, only two surplices ; but it must be remembered 
soo after Elizabeth’s accession as 1566, Dr. Parker, archbishop of Canterbury, had all 
; or him in endeavouring to secure the wearing of at least a surplice. 
ry ich stuff were twelve cushions, no doubt for the communicants to kneel on 
tar, was a coarse woollen cloth. Biondello describes Petruchio’s lackey as 
a linen stock on one leg, and a kersey boot-hose on the other.” 
ae Canon of 1604 required that a register of every christening, wedding and 
A ie parish should be kept in a parchment book, for the safe keeping of which was 


“one sure coffer with three locks and keys; whereof the one to remain with the 


AA 


ha 


ther two with the churchwardens severally.” At St. Nicholas it was kept 
was also another chest, besides one more in the organ-loft. There was 
le desk on which lay two copies of the Paraphrases of Erasmus on 
re ordered to be in every church by the ro 
af f Erasmus’ book amongst the Puritans is due to the frequent 
itirizing the follies and vices of the clergy, especially the regulars. 

: were large hanging candelabra, used for lighting the church. 
for the nave, one “for the women in the right-hand aisle,” and 


yal injunctions of 1547 
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another “for womens pews in the other aisle.” 
i, 


The benches at the communion table covered with canvas pillows took the place of 
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Apparently the men occupied the middle of 


enth century, the arms were kept in the church, fo 
— ‘he great iron hook for fire was, I imagine, a fir 
in use now in New York and other American cities. 


In old uays it was customary to bury without a coffin, but very generally there was a 
parish coffin which ves lent to bring the bodies from the house to the church, and thence to 
the grave. At St. Nicholas they had two of this sort. 


saat 


r security. 
e-ladder of a similar character to that 


The Crowd or Crypt does not seem to have been in use for divine service at this period. 
Th > final item is probably the only ornament which had been in use in medizeval times, 
all the others having been renewed or being new. 
Lectern, and perhaps this use may have been co 
Elizab eth. , 
We have improved in many ways since the days of this inventory, but whether we are 
any nearer retaining and keeping in use the ornaments of the church, and of the ministers 
f at all times of their ministration, as were lawful during the second year of the reign 
Edward VI, than were the good folk of the period which we have been considering, 
. m atter for serious consideration. Many persons, and those not the least qualified to 
do not think so. 
he text of the inventory is as follows :— 


Ar Jnventary of all the ornmamentes and moveable goods wick are, and is vsed in the 
Chure h of St. Nicholas in the yeere of owr Lord god. 1629, as followeth, videdicet. 


In the old days it was used as the gospel 
ntinued through the irreligious reign of 


Jn primis one greate bible (and twoe bookes of Comon prayer) 
Jtem one Comunion Cupp w7¢s its Cover, silver & guilt 
‘Jtem one present pott of syluer the guift of [4/an2] 
jt em twoe present pottes of pewter, & a plate for bread 
Jten a Comunion table, w/# a frame, & one greene Carpett of broad Cloth 
jt ci twoe table Clothes for a Comunion table, whereof one is of Diaper | 
ji em one silke Cushion for the Comunion table . 
jt cm one newe Crimson Cushion for the pulpitt wz¢# pillowes round about of the guifte of 
; Mr. John Gonninge senior, Alderman 
Jtem one greene Velvett Cushion for the pulpitt, & one hower glasse 
+ Jtem twoe serplices, whereof one is newe | 

tem rsey Cushions 
oe ee. pie in the Chauncell w7¢h twoe lockes & one key, part of the Chest 


3 made with three lockes, for the kepinge of the Regester boakes 
te orfe other Chest in the Chauncell, and one other Cheste in the organ lofte wz¢z lockes 
ie & keys 


Jtem (one double Desk with a frame standinge in the Chauncell) wz¢# twoe paraphrases of 


. Erasmus 
Era - 
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Jtem one newe pulpitt deske of Jron, & one ould one in the vestrie | 
Jtem one branch of brasse bearinge. 12. sockettes wth its appuvtenunces 
Jtem one little branch of brasse w7¢h 6 sockettes of y® guifte of Richard Burous deceaseq 
Jtem fower large brasse Candlestickes (18 Candelstickes of plate for the walls) 
Jtem fower long Canvas [now green written over| pillowes wzth flocks for the Dinches a¢ “ 
Communion table 
Jtem one newe Curteyne of sack cloth for the gutter windowe 
+ (Jtem one greene Curteyne & one Jron Rodd for the organ loafte 
Jtem one newe longe forme standinge before the newe pues 
Jtem eighteene leather buckettes marked wi#4 S: N: 
Jtem three more leather bucketes marked with S: N: 
Jtem twoe lantornes, whereof one is glased 
Jtem twoe Ropes for the branches, & one for the lanthorne 
Jtem one ould longe forme, & one binch in the -belfrie 
_ Jtem twoe old Corslettes (furnished w7/h twoe pikes, twoe swordes & .2. daggers) 


_ Jtem (twoe ould pikes) one greate Jron hooke for fire, wit a Chayne in ye belfrie 
Jtem one longe table bord w7¢/ a frame in the vestrie 
Jtem one Jron barr, one newe pick-axe, one spade, & one shovell 
+ Jtem twoe ould beeres with Coffins to cover them 
_ +Jtem one newe windowe Brushe © 
+Jtem eight long furr pooles, oo a newe Cradle wich was made for payntinge the kinges Armes 
ar in the Crowde 
a In another hand. 


TANS 


an , 
Jtem one small ee i rasse for the women in the Right hand Jle 
; diem 0 one eae inch of ‘ brasse for womens pewes in the other Jle 


fi a branct 1 Caudlestickes w7¢h basses to stand in : to be fastned wh naylys 
re &2 she ts waynskot furmes & j long forme of elme 


nd St. Nicholas Church still exists. There were three altars there: on¢ 
of Our Lady, mentioned in the inventory of 1423, another of St. Citha, 
ioned in the will of David ap Pollanghan, in 1495, and the third of 
hich J oan Thorne in 1524 bequeathed a pair of vestments of green and red 
chalice, and a pair of cruets. The accounts for the crowde in 1575 
enge propter off sent nykollis Crode & Wellyam Karye beyenge by* 
c ayments for work ‘“‘done A-pon the holle Rowdes shows with yo 
. ns to the goldsmith for making the “show,” and for silver: 
7 oly Rood show” was. 

ee s that ys done upon the ynter-clows in the Krowd,” but they 

of its position. One item runs 


payd ffor a-pes off er that was set in our lade chappell to hold the ynter-clows, ijd. 
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Pach shows that one of the altars was. stil] dedicate in w 
sixteenth century. The lamp within the enterclose was mended 
. There are further payments for the 
the hye-most sete jn the krowde.” 
hows > 


ce n 1531 the organs in the crowde were mended. 


67 
orship of Our Lady in the 
this year. 
“lomost setes in the Krowd,” and for « syllenge off 
The Crowde also paid for reparations to the « skowll 


p burning before the. 


€quently mentioned in 


ere was a Staircase communicating with the upper church, the rail to which is. 
1ed in the high church accounts for 1524. 


ay 


Besic es the vestment given by Joan T 


‘ 


horne, we know of one of white satin belonging to- 


the Crowde : 
523; Jtem ffor the Raparynge off the ffesement of whyt saten, iiijd. 


1 lic collections for the high church were made each year for the Lady mass in Lent, 
atharine’s light, and for Our Lady light. On Passion Sunday it was for Our Lady 
aa 534, and for the Lady mass on Palm Sunday. There was also a “ gathering on 
fry day att the church dore,” but the object of the collection is not stated. There were 
ollections for the Sepulchre light, and for the clerk’s wages. 

There are some miscellaneous items which may be put together here. We meet 
ccasi nally men who are known only as “the husband of Mrs. So-and-So ” ; the distinction 
snot a modern one, for amongst the “ Receyttes of pewys” in I 530, is one “ of the yonge man 
that mart ved the good wyfe Edwardes for Cha[nging] his pewe.” In 1597 there was a fire 
on the Quay, and three buckets were damaged in putting it out: “paid the 2oth 
st for mending of 3 bvckettes which were broken abavt qwenshing the fyer at 
howse at the key, tod.” A rather curious perversion of spelling occurs in 1588,. 
several payments for candles “ ffor the youes of the Chorche.” Just outside the 
or is not where we should expect to find a latrine ; but in 1524 a sum was spent in 
‘the pissinge place wz¢-oute the churche Durre.” ; 

i - Day the parish indulged in revels. The “Costes on Mayday,” 1520, age 
1 o the “Mynstrelles,’ for “mete and drynke for the Kyng and, the qweyn & al 
ere company.” In several years, “ hosyn for Robyn hoode & lytyll dhe bil DONG j 
7 Se gleanings from the parish books of St. N icholas, nae ie a oped give som 
local peculiarities and customs, and be of interest to, ecclesiologists. 


dley, oles on + + + the Wills . . . at Bristol, 
> 


’ earliest is Walter Glover’s will, 1383 Sian ie referred to as the Crowde Service in the Chauntry 


3 p. 8). See also pp. 18, 21, 26, 97, 109- 
K 2 


